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PROGRESS OF THE WORLD 



CONGRESS adjourned, against the judgment of many of 
the most thoughtful and prudent observers. It had done 
much work, and there was apparently no urgent need of its 
further activities until the next regular meeting time in 
December. There were, moreover, sufficient reasons why 
the session should be suspended and members be relieved for 
a time from the duty of attendance. Yet it is obvious that 
every desirable end attained by adjournment could have 
been attained equally well by taking a recess. Had that 
been done, Congress could have reassembled at any time, 
in case of need, at its own volition. As it is, adjournment 
has made such assembly supposedly impossible, no matter 
how grave the emergency, unless the President wills it. In 
normal circumstances, that fact would cause no appre- 
hension. But since the President has for practically ten 
months been incapacitated for performing the usual duties 
of his office and has not yet fully resumed them, it is difficult 
to regard without disquiet the surrender of the entire 
conduct of government to him for a period of six months, 
especially at a time when the air of the nation and of the 
world is electric with actual unrest and potential crises. 
More and more the conviction is growing that there should 
be some constitutional provision for the assembling of 
Congress at special times of need on some initiative other 
than that of the President. 

The most important laws enacted during the session and 
approved by the President were the following: 

The Railroad bill ; 

The Shipping bill; 

The Army Reorganization bill ; 

The Civil Service Pension bill; 

The bill for the increase of pay in the Postoffice 
Department; 
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Acts regulating the immigration of aliens and providing 
for the deportation of Anarchists ; 

A bill for the leasing of oil lands ; 

The Industrial Vocation Rehabilitation bill; 

Amendment of the Trading with the Enemy act; 

An act authorizing enlistment in the Army and Navy of 
citizens and aliens illiterate in the English language; 

An act pensioning veterans of the Spanish, Philippine 
and Boxer wars ; 

An act establishing a Women's Bureau in the Depart- 
ment of Labor; 

An act permitting Government radio stations to transmit 
private and press messages ; 

An act authorizing the formation of corporations for the 
financing of American foreign trade. 

The result of the German elections is unsatisfactory to 
an ominous degree. The electorate was divided into a 
multiplicity of parties or factions, and of course the new 
Reichstag will be similarly divided. No one party comes 
anywhere near to having a majority. The Government 
must therefore look to a combination or coalition to support 
it. The sequel will be, unstable equilibrium, and frequent 
crises; with incessant compromises, huckstering, and cor- 
ruption. What Germany needs is a rational two-party 
system, such as has long and beneficently prevailed in Great 
Britain and the United States. France learned the lesson 
years ago. But it would be unreasonable to expect Ger- 
many to be as enlightened and as competent in the art of 
democratic government as France, Great Britain and 
America. 

The long-drawn-out uncertainty, not to say agony, over 
the action of the Supreme Court upon the Prohibition 
Amendment to the Constitution, is ended at last. On every 
point the court has decided in favor of the Amendment and 
the enforcement law, thus destroying the last hope of the 
" wets." The decision is manifestly the death-blow to what- 
ever lingering remnants of State Rights still were in ex- 
istence. It also reverses the English Dictionary, giving to 
" concurrent " a meaning which no lexicographer ever 
dreamed of. It is much to be regretted that the Court took 
the unusual course of announcing merely its decision, with- 
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out disclosing the train of thought and argument which led 
thereto. Such disclosure would afford an interesting study 
in mental processes. It should also serve to reconcile 
citizens to a law which many of them regard with aversion. 
The secrecy which is maintained concerning it has the op- 
posite and most unfortunate effect of strengthening aversion 
toward the law and causing people to obey it under protest. 

Something like another crisis in the railroad transporta- 
tion system was precipitated by the sudden going on strike 
of thousands of locomotive engineers and firemen in the 
Pittsburgh region, as a protest against the delay of the new 
Federal Railroad Labor Board in getting to work and doing 
the things which the men wanted done. This aggravated 
the congestion of freight traffic, which had already become 
acute, and threatened disastrous results. The railroads 
appealed to the Government for relief, and the Government 
responded with drastic orders and threats or promises of 
others still more drastic, under the new railroad law. Mean- 
time, the expert assessors and statisticians of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission report that instead of being over- 
capitalized, and has so often been charged, the railroads of 
the country are in fact greatly under-capitalized. Their 
actual physical value is more than two billions greater than 
the face value and more than six billions more than the 
current market value of all their bonds and stock. 

The President has resumed some of his official functions, 
including that of the personal reception of foreign Ambassa- 
dors and Ministers. Also, he has accepted the invitation of 
the Powers to undertake the task of delimiting Armenia. In 
this work he will not, apparently, have a free hand, but will 
have to define boundaries within the limits already set by 
France and Great Britain in their assumption of control of 
surrounding regions. Since the advice or consent of no 
other department of the Government was given or asked, 
and since therefore no responsibility for the decision rests 
upon the Government, Mr. Wilson must be regarded as 
having accepted the commission in his private capacity as a 
distinguished American citizen, and not in his official 
capacity as President. It was his earnest desire to accept 
the mandate for the complete tutelage of Armenia which 
the Powers offered, and he requested permission to do so, 
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which the Senate by an overwhelming majority refused to 
give him. The acceptance of the mandate would confessedly 
have meant going to war with two or three European coun- 
tries, expenditure of many hundreds of millions, and the 
employment of an army of scores of thousands of men. It 
would also have made us subject to the League of Nations, 
a body which we have decided not to become a member of ; 
at least on present terms. 

Irish affairs have seemed to be going from bad to worse. 
Mr. Asquith's proposal for a single Parliament for the 
whole of Ireland was rejected at Westminster by a decisive 
majority, and Mr. Lloyd George has persisted in his efforts 
to frame a measure which will satisfy Irish aspirations for 
self-rule without separating the island from the United 
Kingdom, and which will reassure Ulster without separat- 
ing it from the rest of Ireland. His offers of concessions 
have not checked the violent activity of Sinn Fein, and 
murder, arson and other crimes have greatly multiplied. 
British labor organizations have vainly sent appeals to their 
Irish colleagues to maintain order, and the British Govern- 
ment has felt constrained to send reenforcements of troops, 
to establish a system of blockhouses similar to that used in 
South Africa in the Boer war, and to send a strong detach- 
ment of the navy to Irish waters. Persistent efforts are con- 
tinued to enlist American sympathies in behalf of Irish inde- 
pendence, and these have been so far successful as to elicit 
from the President, through the Secretary of State, an inti- 
mation that a Congressional declaration in favor of recog- 
nizing the " Irish Republic " would not be displeasing to 
him. Congress, however, properly and wisely declined to 
take such action. 

All authentic reports from Russia, including official 
statements of the Soviet government, are to the effect that 
something like economic chaos prevails throughout that 
country, bringing disaster and death to the people. At the 
same time the military zeal of the Bolshevists is not abated. 
Declaring that the welfare of Russia requires that Poland 
shall be broken down, Messrs. Lenine and Trotzky have 
been sending large armies to the southwestern border, with 
boasts that Warsaw will be captured and the Polish govern- 
ment overthrown. Other armies have been dispatched to 
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the southeast, for the invasion and conquest of Persia and 
thereafter the similar invasion of British India. This latter 
menace has been taken so seriously in England that Mr. 
Lloyd George welcomed a Bolshevist delegation, headed by 
Gregory Krassine, to London, held a cordial conference 
with it, and agreed to resume complete trade relations with 
Soviet Russia, on condition that the latter power ceases 
aggressions in Persia and toward India. This extraordinary 
action of the British Government has met with much dis- 
favor in France, where the Government not merely refuses 
to follow the example of Great Britain in trading with 
Bolshevists but also explicitly objects to Russia's paying to 
England any of the gold which should come to France in 
payment of Russia's enormous debt to that country. Because 
of this objection it is announced that the renewed trade 
between Great Britain and Russia will consist solely of 
barter. The United States Government, it is pleasant to 
record, agrees with France, and will sanction the sale of no 
goods to Great Britain for transhipment to Soviet Russia. 
Indications are unmistakable that the chief object of Russia 
in seeking trade is not the relief of the people from the dis- 
tress which undoubtedly prevails but rather the strengthen- 
ing of the Bolshevist armies for prosecuting their wars of 
conquest against neighboring states. 

A consortium of four powers, France, Great Britain, 
Japan and the United States, has at last been formed, for 
loaning China a sum of not less than fifty and not more than 
two hundred and fifty millions, for railroads, mines and 
other works of economic development. This achievement, 
which promises to be beneficent, is a sequel to the negotia- 
tions of eight or nine years ago, when attempts were made 
to form a six power consortium, comprising the present four 
powers and also Germany and Russia. The obstacles which 
then proved fatal to the scheme were two-fold. One was 
the unwillingness of the United States to let Japan and 
Russia have the special privileges in the matter which they 
desired. The other was the unwillingness of China to admit 
foreign dictation or control over her expenditure of the 
funds loaned. In the present case it is understood that these 
obstacles have been surmounted. The United States and 
Japan have come to an agreement relative to the latter 
country's " special interests " in some provinces of China, 
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and the urgency of her needs has constrained China to accept 
a loan with the same degree of foreign supervision that has 
hitherto been exercised. It is probable that the economic 
advancement of China will be promoted, but the principle 
of the Open Door and Equality of Opportunity, to which 
the United States once secured the adhesion of the world, 
will scarcely be confirmed. 

Memorial or Decoration Day was marked this year with 
two features of unprecedented interest, which are likely, 
however, to be repeated hereafter. One was the invitation 
which some Grand Army posts extended to Confederate 
veterans to unite with them in the commemoration. Such 
action was finely significant of the restoration of our national 
unity. We have said that it was unprecedented. Yet there 
was a certain suggestion of it in the very first decoration of 
graves of Civil War soldiers, before the establishment of 
the regular annual custom. At that time, we are told, 
Southern women placed flowers upon the graves of Confed- 
erate and Union soldiers alike. If that was done more than 
fifty years ago, while the passions of the war were still fresh 
and hot, it is surely fitting for the few remaining survivors 
of both armies to march together and together to pay tribute 
to the memory of fallen comrades. The other feature was, 
of course, the very impressive commemoration of the day in 
France, where American flags were placed upon the graves 
of more than 70,000 American soldiers, and addresses of 
moving eloquence were made by the Prime Minister and 
by the Marshals of France. All these addresses were in the 
excellent taste which almost invariably marks important 
public utterances in that country, and one of them, that of 
Marshal Petain, was worthy of immortal record as an 
expression of the sentiment of France toward America and 
toward the American dead who slumber in her soil. 



